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weapon in the naval war of attrition by means of attacks upon sub-
marine bases, submarine-building shipyards, etc., and also as a har-
assing weapon, striking now here, now there against the German
war economy, again nothing could have been more logical. Instead
the attempt was made to use the British bombers to kill Germans
by raiding their cities and to inflict serious damage upon the Ger-
man war machine.

At this point serious doubt arises. In '39, Germany alone covered
about four and a half times the area of Britain. Together with
France, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, and Norway, the Ger-
man-dominated area in the west was now nearly twelve times the
size of Britain, Also, the Germans were known to have taken con-
siderable precautions against possible air bombing, decentralizing
manufacture in a great number of small plants, putting certain im-
portant factories underground, etc. Consequently, the failure of the
German bombers to cripple so concentrated and so favorable a tar-
get as England in 1940 might have warned the British airmen
against a similar attempt under far more difficult circumstances
against Germany.

Wholly outside of reasoned calculation, however, two factors en-
couraged what was probably overemphasis upon British long-
range, "strategic" bombing. It was popular with the masses who
saw in it a revenge for the German air campaign. It is a form of war
in which the attacking country risks an mfirriteginifllly small frac-
tion of its own manpower. It is also a proceeding which is particu-
larly affected by most military airmen, being technically simple
"compared with the difficulties of tactical air support for ground
forces. It is an independent undertaking which, if successful, would
prove die plane to be the dominant factor in war.

As far as lowering the industrial power behind the German war
effort was concerned, the results first of English and afterward of
Anglo-American strategic bombing in '41 and '42 were imper-
ceptible. Something no doubt was accomplished in the way of hin-
dering what would otherwise have been the growth of the German
Air Force. While it was true that to wage a war of attrition by op-
posing expensive bombers to cheaply built German fighters was
doubtful enough, nevertheless the Anglo-American air effort was
being built up on such a scale that the infliction of any appreciable
loss on the German Air Force seemed worth while.